
Adaptation option: Heat Health Warning System 
Cluster: Governance 

Climate Impact: Heat Stress 

Spatial scale: City / Regional 

 

Description 

Heat waves can cause increased death rates, especially among older people. Heat health warning 
systems predict the risk of dangerous heat waves using meteorological information and can 
therefore warn these vulnerable people in advance. 

Effectiveness 

Heat stress: A heat health warning system is a preventive adaptation option 

Financial aspects 

- For heat health warning systems there are the initial costs, costs of maintaining the system and 
probably some costs per warning (direct and indirect). 

- The return on investment for heat health warning systems will be once a heat wave is present 
and as a result of the warning system people’s lives are saved. 

Organisation 

- Municipalities and local governments are in charge to implement this warning system 

Management and maintenance 

- Annual monitoring of the functioning of the warning system is required 

Considerations 

-  
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Example of a heat health warning system with 

three levels of alert (attention, alarm and 

emergency) used in the US. Since 2003 it is 

common to have warning systems with more than 

one level of response. 

Source: Kovats & Kristie (2006) 


